206                 AN ACTOR'S NOTE-BOOK.
Ludlow were already engaged in the erection of a new St. Charles Theatre; men were at work upon it night and day; it was to be completed and opened immediately.
Meanwhile, one Dinneford, appeared in the field, as the lessee of the American Theatre, and made proposals to me to appear on the night of its re-opening; n proposition which I declined ; preferring to wait; and, in the mean time, enjoying the " varieties " of the multiform, multi-colored, multi-lingual, multi-hidal city, which is levee on the banks of the Mississippi.
Kor did the time hang heavy on my hands. Tlio St. Charles Hotel was the High Change of news, conversation, politics, scandal; and, under the conduct of Messrs. "Waters and Muclge was, in spite of the multitudinous throng that inhabited it, a most comfortable hostelrie. There you met strangers from all parts of the world; acquaintances from every country, or city that you had ever visited, were continually coming suddenly upon you, and hailing you with friendly and unexpected greeting.
Sometimes, the ordinary flow of life was ruffled by a squall or two, which troubled its surface, dashed a little spray around, aud all was right again. Now and then, a duel d Poutrance would furnish a clay's interest; sometimes, the immense bar-room, in which thousands assembled at a time, was the scene of a little excitement: high words would be heard at one end; a scuffle, perhaps; a general clearing took place for a moment, a pistol-shot or two were fired, a body was carried out, the lookers-on closed up again, and the matter was forgotten.h (Old Sol,  as he was called) and unflinching devotion to my new play by Knowles, the "Rose of Arragon," (his last rose of the autumn of his dramatic fame,) was produced the next week; but it failed to attract; it was displaced for Macbeth, and a repetition of Hamlet; for my benefit I played Claude Melnotte, and Benedick, to about $400.
